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SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) suicide among veterans suffering from 

post-traumatic stress disorder (in this sec-
tion referred to as ‘‘PTSD’’) is a serious 
problem; and 

(2) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
should take into consideration the special 
needs of veterans suffering from PTSD and 
the special needs of elderly veterans who are 
at high risk for depression and experience 
high rates of suicide in developing and im-
plementing the comprehensive program 
under this Act. 
SEC. 3. COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM FOR SUICIDE 

PREVENTION AMONG VETERANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM FOR SUICIDE 

PREVENTION AMONG VETERANS.—Chapter 17 of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 1720F. Comprehensive program for suicide 

prevention among veterans 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

develop and carry out a comprehensive pro-
gram designed to reduce the incidence of sui-
cide among veterans incorporating the com-
ponents described in this section. 

‘‘(b) STAFF EDUCATION.—In carrying out 
the comprehensive program under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall provide for manda-
tory training for appropriate staff and con-
tractors (including all medical personnel) of 
the Department who interact with veterans. 
This training shall cover information appro-
priate to the duties being performed by such 
staff and contractors. The training shall in-
clude information on— 

‘‘(1) recognizing risk factors for suicide; 
‘‘(2) proper protocols for responding to cri-

sis situations involving veterans who may be 
at high risk for suicide; and 

‘‘(3) best practices for suicide prevention. 
‘‘(c) HEALTH ASSESSMENTS OF VETERANS.— 

In carrying out the comprehensive program, 
the Secretary shall direct that medical staff 
offer mental health in their overall health 
assessment when veterans seek medical care 
at a Department medical facility (including 
a center established under section 1712A of 
this title) and make referrals, at the request 
of the veteran concerned, to appropriate 
counseling and treatment programs for vet-
erans who show signs or symptoms of mental 
health problems. 

‘‘(d) DESIGNATION OF SUICIDE PREVENTION 
COUNSELORS.—In carrying out the com-
prehensive program, the Secretary shall des-
ignate a suicide prevention counselor at each 
Department medical facility other than cen-
ters established under section 1712A of this 
title. Each counselor shall work with local 
emergency rooms, police departments, men-
tal health organizations, and veterans serv-
ice organizations to engage in outreach to 
veterans and improve the coordination of 
mental health care to veterans. 

‘‘(e) BEST PRACTICES RESEARCH.—In car-
rying out the comprehensive program, the 
Secretary shall provide for research on best 
practices for suicide prevention among vet-
erans. Research shall be conducted under 
this subsection in consultation with the 
heads of the following entities: 

‘‘(1) The Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

‘‘(2) The National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

‘‘(3) The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration. 

‘‘(4) The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

‘‘(f) SEXUAL TRAUMA RESEARCH.—In car-
rying out the comprehensive program, the 
Secretary shall provide for research on men-
tal health care for veterans who have experi-
enced sexual trauma while in military serv-

ice. The research design shall include consid-
eration of veterans of a reserve component. 

‘‘(g) 24-HOUR MENTAL HEALTH CARE.—In 
carrying out the comprehensive program, 
the Secretary shall provide for mental 
health care availability to veterans on a 24- 
hour basis. 

‘‘(h) HOTLINE.—In carrying out the com-
prehensive program, the Secretary may pro-
vide for a toll-free hotline for veterans to be 
staffed by appropriately trained mental 
health personnel and available at all times. 

‘‘(i) OUTREACH AND EDUCATION FOR VET-
ERANS AND FAMILIES.—In carrying out the 
comprehensive program, the Secretary shall 
provide for outreach to and education for 
veterans and the families of veterans, with 
special emphasis on providing information to 
veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and the families 
of such veterans. Education to promote men-
tal health shall include information designed 
to— 

‘‘(1) remove the stigma associated with 
mental illness; 

‘‘(2) encourage veterans to seek treatment 
and assistance for mental illness; 

‘‘(3) promote skills for coping with mental 
illness; and 

‘‘(4) help families of veterans with— 
‘‘(A) understanding issues arising from the 

readjustment of veterans to civilian life; 
‘‘(B) identifying signs and symptoms of 

mental illness; and 
‘‘(C) encouraging veterans to seek assist-

ance for mental illness. 

‘‘(j) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.— 
(1) In carrying out the comprehensive pro-
gram, the Secretary may establish and carry 
out a peer support counseling program, 
under which veterans shall be permitted to 
volunteer as peer counselors— 

‘‘(A) to assist other veterans with issues 
related to mental health and readjustment; 
and 

‘‘(B) to conduct outreach to veterans and 
the families of veterans. 

‘‘(2) In carrying out the peer support coun-
seling program under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall provide adequate training for 
peer counselors. 

‘‘(k) OTHER COMPONENTS.—In carrying out 
the comprehensive program, the Secretary 
may provide for other actions to reduce the 
incidence of suicide among veterans that the 
Secretary considers appropriate.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 

‘‘1720F. Comprehensive program for suicide 
prevention among veterans.’’. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
submit to Congress a report on the com-
prehensive program under section 1720F of 
title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a). 

(2) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report shall 
contain the following: 

(A) Information on the status of the imple-
mentation of such program. 

(B) Information on the time line and costs 
for complete implementation of the program 
within two years. 

(C) A plan for additional programs and ac-
tivities designed to reduce the occurrence of 
suicide among veterans. 

(D) Recommendations for further legisla-
tion or administrative action that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to improve sui-
cide prevention programs within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today the 
Committee on Foreign Relations held a 
hearing to review the Convention on 
the Law of the Sea and the Agreement 
Relating to the Implementation of 
Part XI of the Convention (Treaty Doc. 
103–39). The Committee heard testi-
mony from representatives of the exec-
utive branch. 

On Thursday, October 4, 2007, at 9:30 
a.m. in SD–419, the Committee will 
conduct another hearing on the Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea. Wit-
nesses from outside the government 
will present testimony. Interested par-
ties who have not been invited to tes-
tify may submit written testimony 
until the close of business on October 5, 
2007 by sending it electronically to 
los@foreign.senate.gov or by faxing it 
to the Committee’s Executive Clerk, 
Gail Coppage, at (202) 228–3612. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 27, 2007, at 9:30 
a.m., in open session to consider the 
following nominations: Admiral Gary 
Roughead, USN for reappointment to 
the grade of Admiral and to be Chief of 
Naval Operations; General William E. 
Ward, USA for reappointment to the 
grade of General and to be Commander, 
United States Africa command; Gen-
eral Kevin P. Chilton, USAF for re-
appointment to the grade of General 
and to be Commander, United States 
Strategic Command; and Lieutenant 
General James N. Mattis, USMC to be 
General and to be Commander, United 
States Joint Forces Command and Su-
preme Allied Commander for Trans-
formation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to hold a 
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, September 27, 2007, at 
10:30 a.m., in room 253 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

The hearing will focus on moderniza-
tion and efforts to address the needs of 
the air traffic system and to improve 
the movement of aircraft and pas-
sengers. Subcommittee members will 
be provided the opportunity to review 
problems encountered by travelers dur-
ing the summer 2007 travel season and 
to consider steps that can be taken to 
improve the air traffic system. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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